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GLASGOW,  Wi  March,  iSSo. 


Sir, 

I beg  respectfully  to  offer  myself  as  a 
Candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  in  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  now  vacant  by  the  resignation 
of  Professor  J.  B.  Cowan,  and  to  submit  for  your  consi- 
deration a few  testimonials,  in  support  of  my  application, 
obtained  solely  from  those  who  have  had  ample  oppor- 
tunities of  judging  of  my  qualifications  for  the  office. 

I graduated  in  Medicine  in  1867  with  Special  Com- 
mendation. After  graduation  I held  for  upwards  of  a 
year  the  position  of  House  Physician  and  Surgeon  to 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  afterwards  for  four  years  that 
of  Resident  Medical  Officer  to  the  City  Fever  Hospital 
Since  then  I have  been  unceasingly  engaged  in  Hospital 
and  private  practice.  In  1868  I was  appointed  Assistant 
to  the  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  and  have  ever 
since  filled  that  position.  My  duties  involved  the 
general  superintendence  of  the  class,  the  arrangements 
of  the  extensive  Museum,  the  organization  of  the 
Laboratory,  and  the  conducting  of  the  Practical  Materia 
Medica  Class  commenced  a few  years  ago. 

Owing  to  the  long  and  frequent  illnesses  of  Professor 
Cowan  I have  been  obliged  during  several  sessions,  and 
often  on  very  short  notice,  to  act  as  his  substitute,  and 
during  the  past  winter  session,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  weeks  at  the  commencement  of  the  course,  I have 
had  the  entire  charge  of  the  class.  I have  thus  had 
peculiar  opportunities  of  acquiring  special  knowledge  of 
Pharmaceutical  Chemistry  and  Therapeutics,  and  have 
spared  no  pains  to  keep  myself  abreast  of  recent  investi- 
gations and  observations  in  these  departments. 
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I may  be  permitted  to  add  that  being  a member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Western  Infirmary,  peculiar  facilities  are 
afforded  me  of  applying  the  teaching  of  the  class  room 
in  the  treatment  of  the  sick. 

Should  I have  the  honour  of  succeeding  in  my  appli- 
cation I will  endeavour  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  in  such  a manner  as  to  uphold  the  high  character 
of  the  University  of  Glasgow  as  a School  of  Medicine. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

GAVIN  P.  TENNENT. 


Right  Hon.  Richard  Assheton  Cross,  M.P., 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 
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TESTIMONIALS. 


From  The  Very  Reverend  John  Caird,  D.D., 
Principal  and  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Glasgow. 

University  of  Glasgow, 

. March  yd.,  1880. 

Dr.  Tennent  has  been  connected  with  this  Univer- 
sity for  many  years,  and  in  various  capacities.  As  a 
student  of  medicine,  he  obtained  great  distinction  in  all 
the  classes  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  and  took  the  degree 
of  M.B.  in  1867  with  special  commendation.  Immedi- 
ately after  leaving  College  he  became  resident  medical 
officer  to  the  City  Fever  Hospital,  and  during  his  tenure 
of  that  office  he  published  a pamphlet  on  ‘‘  Relapsing 
Fever,”  and  contributed  several  papers  to  the  Medical 
Journals,  which  more  than  sustained  his  reputation  as  a 
student.  When,  therefore,  the  office  of  Assistant  to  the 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  became  vacant  in  1868,  he 
was  at  once  selected  by  the  Professor  as  highly  qualified 
to  fill  that  office,  and  he  has  discharged  its  duties  for  the 
last  twelve  years  in  a most  able  and  efficient  manner. 
In  addition  to  the  ordinary  work  of  assistant,  the  entire 
management  of  the  class  has,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the 
Professor  from  ill  health,  frequently  devolved  on  Dr. 
Tennent,  and  he  has  been  Professor  Cowan’s  substitute 
during  nearly  the  whole  of  the  present  winter  session. 
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Further,  during  the  summer  session  Dr.  Tennent  has 
for  several  years  taken  the  sole  charge  of  the  Practical 
Materia  Medica  Class. 

It  is,  of  course,  only  from  hearsay  that  I can  pro- 
nounce any  opinion  on  Dr.  Tennent’s  professional 
merits  ; but  I know  he  is  regarded  by  competent  judges 
as  a man  of  comprehensive  and  accurate  scientific 
knowledge,  of  great  acuteness  and  activity  of  mind,  and 
of  untiring  perseverance  and  application.  He  has 
proved  himself  to  be  an  able  and  skilful  teacher,  he 
is  highly  popular  with  the  students,  and  he  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  assistant,  and  often  of  substitute 
for  the  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  with  great  credit 
to  himself  and  thoroughly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
University  authorities. 

JOHN  CAIRD. 


From  J.  B.  CowAN,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica 
in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  and  late  Member  of  the 
University  Conrt. 

Dr.  Tennent  has  acted  for  twelve  years  as  my  Assistant 
in  the  conduct  and  management  of  the  Chair  of  Materia 
Medica  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  This  statement 
is  of  itself  a sufficient  indication  of  the  peculiar  and  very 
high  qualifications  he  possesses,  because  it  was  essential 
to  the  efficient  working  of  the  Chair  that  the  Assistant 
should  be  a man  of  ability,  energy,  and  judgment — able 
not  only  to  supplement  the  Professor’s  teaching  and 
work,  but,  when  necessary,  to  undertake  the  whole  duty 
of  the  class.  Accordingly,  during  my  frequent  and  long 
illnesses,  Dr.  Tennent  has  conducted  most  efficiently 
and  successfully  the  lectures  and  examinations  with  the 
cordial  approval  of  the  University  Authorities,  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Students.  Dr.  Tennent  is 
a man  of  great  abilities  and  of  untiring  energy  and  per- 
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severance,  and  I do  not  know  any  one  whose  past 
training  more  peculiarly  fits  him  for  the  Chair  of  Materia 
Medica,  and  whose  knowledge  of  the  subject  is  so  exten- 
sive and  accurate.  He  is  facile  in  expression,'  clear  and 
distinct  in  statement,  accustomed  to  deal  with  students, 
while,  as  an  Hospital  Physician  of  large  experience,  he 
is  able  to  illustrate  Therapeutic  principles  and  practice 
by  reference  to  his  daily  work.  I may  be  allowed 
to  add  that,  in  terminating  my  long  connection  with  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  and  with  its  Medical  Faculty,  I 
feel  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Tennent  to  the  vacant 
chair,  would  not  only  be  a fitting  acknowledgment  of 
twelve  years  of  unselfish  and  hearty  devotion  to  the 
teaching  of  Therapeutics  in  its  various  aspects,  but  would 
insure  that  due  prominence  and  attention  shall  be  de- 
voted in  the  future  to  the  study  of  a branch  of  Medical 
education  which  is  daily  becoming  of  greater  importance, 
because  of  its  more  accurate  and  scientific  cultivation. 

JOHN  B.  COWAN. 


From  Allen  Thomson,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  Emeritus 
Professor  of  Anatomy,  University  of  Glasgozv,  late 
President  of  the  British  Association. 

London,  ^th  March,  1880. 

Having  known  Dr.  G.  P.  Tennent  intimately 
during  the  whole  of  his  career,  and  having  formed  a 
very  high  opinion  of  his  personal  character  and  pro- 
fessional qualifications,  I gladly  avail  myself  of  this 
opportunity  to  express  my  sense  of  his  merits  and  my 
conviction  of  his  peculiar  fitness  for  the  Chair  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics  about  to  be  vacated  by  the 
resignation  of  Professor  Cowan. 

Dr.  Tennent’s  professional  education  was  of  the 
most  complete  kind,  and  since  he  settled  in  practice  he 
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has  enjoyed  extensive  opportunities  of  becoming  a 
highly-skilled  physician,  upon  the  best  foundations  of 
scientific  knowledge  and  a wide  field  of  observation  of 
disease  in  all  its  forms.  He  has  shown  a special  aptitude 
for  public  instruction  by  the  signal  success  with  which 
he  has  conducted  the  practical  classes  connected  with 
the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  as  assistant  to  Dr.  Cowan 
during  a number  of  years,  and  by  the  public  lectures 
which  he  has  delivered  at  various  times  durinsf  Dr. 
Cowan’s  absence  ; and  while  so  engaged  he  has  neces- 
sarily made  himself  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
special  departments  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
He  is  also  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  academic  spirit, 
and  is  much  respected  and  beloved  by  the  students. 

In  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  I regard  Dr. 
Tennent  as  peculiarly  well  fitted  to  occupy  the  Chair 
for  which  he  now  intends  to  be  a candidate,  and  I 
cordially  wish  him  success  in  his  application,  both  on 
account  of  his  own  merits  and  for  the  good  of  the 
University. 

ALLEN  THOMSON. 


From  Andrew  Buchanan,  M.D.,  President  of  the 
Faadty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgozo, 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Physiology,  University  of 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow,  4 Atholl  Place, 

\st  Miu'ch,  1 8 So. 

Dr.  Gavin  P.  Tennent  when  a student  in  the  class 
of  Physiology  in  the  University,  during  the  session 
1863-4,  distinguished  himself  highly,  and  so  gave  pro- 
mise of  the  success  and  usefulness  which  he  has  since 
achieved  for  himself,  both  as  a Practitioner  of,  and  as 
a Lecturer  on  Medicine.  In  the  former  capacity,  I 
scarcely  ever  knew  a young  man  of  his  standing  who 
has  stood  so  high  in  the  general  estimation  of  the  public. 


Ill  the  latter,  he  has  acted  as  Dr.  Cowan’s  assistant  for 
the  last  twelve  years,  and  since  Dr.  Cowan  has  been 
unfortunately  laid  aside  by  bad  health,  he  has  had  the 
entire  conduct  of  the  class,  and  has  performed  his  duties 
with  full  acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  students  and  the 
approbation  of  Dr.  Cowan  and  his  colleagues.  I have, 
I think,  said  enough  to  show  how  well  Dr.  Tennent  is 
qualified  to  fill  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  with  credit 
to  himself,  and  advantage  to  the  University. 

A.  BUCHANAN. 


From  William  Leishman  M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  Obste- 
trical Society^  London^  Regms  Professor  of  Mid- 
zvifery,  U Oliver sity  of  Glasgow. 

1 1 WooDsiDE  Crescent,  Glasgow, 
March  8th,  1880. 

Having  been  intimately  acquainted  with  Dr.  G.  P. 
Tennent  since  he  was  a student,  and  having  been 
closely  associated  with  him  professionally  since  he  com- 
menced practice,  there  is  probably  no  one  who  has  had 
fuller  opportunities  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  his 
general  and  professional  attainments  than  I.  It  gives 
me  great  pleasure,  therefore,  confidently  and  strongly  to 
express  the  very  high  estimate  which  I have  formed  of 
his  talents  as  a successful  practitioner,  and  his  capa- 
bilities as  an  able  teacher. 

As  an  applicant  for  the  vacant  Chair  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
Dr.  Tennent  can  offer  in  support  of  his  candidature 
the  claims  of  long  experience,  during  which  he  has  enjoyed 
the  undisturbed  confidence  of  Professor  Cowan,  the 
warm  regard  and  esteem  of  all  his  colleagues,  and  the 
invariable  respect  and  affection  of  his  students. 


Such  special  qualifications  must,  and  I doubt  not 
will,  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  advisers  of  the  Crown, 
such  careful  consideration  as  perfect  impartiality  will 
admit  ; and  I shall  only  express  further  my  conviction 
that  if,  after  reviewing  the  claims  of  all  possible  appli- 
cants, they  find  it  their  duty  to  recommend  Dr. 
Tennent  for  the  vacant  Chair,  his  appointment  will 
conduce  to  the  credit  of  the  University  and  of  its 
Medical  School. 

WILLIAM  LEISHMAN. 


From  Alexander  Dickson,  M.D.  (Edinburgh  and 
Dublin),  LL.D,,  F.R.S.E.,  F.L.S,  Professor  of  Botany 
in  the  University  of  EdinbiLrgh. 

II  Royal  Circus,  Edinburgh, 
March  '^rd,  1880. 

Dear  Dr.  Tennent,— 

I have  much  pleasure  in  expressing  the  opinion  I 
entertain  of  your  strong  claims  to  the  Chair  of  Materia 
Medica  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  vacant  by  the 
much-regretted  resignation  of  my  friend.  Dr.  Cowan. 
As  until  very  lately  one  of  the  Professors  in  that 
University,  I cannot  but  take  a deep  interest  in  its 
continued  welfare,  and  to  that  I am  assured  your 
appointment  would  conduce.  A distinguished  graduate 
of  your  University,  you  have,  as  Dr.  Cowan’s  assistant, 
had  long  experience  in  the  working  of  the  Chair  you 
desire  to  fill,  and  of  the  practical  subdivision  of  the 
subject  for  teaching  in  accordance  with  modern 
requirements.  You  have  not  only  had  the  conduct 
of  the  Practical  Pharmacy  Classes  for  some  time,  but 
have  had,  now  and  again,  to  undertake  the  duty  of 
lecturing  systematically  on  Materia  Medica  in  conse- 
quence of  Dr.  Cowan’s  indisposition.  I am  hardly  in 
a position  to  refer  siiecifically  to  your  work  in  general 
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medicine,  but  I know  that  your  contributions,  especially 
with  reference  to  fevers,  are  highly  esteemed  by  com- 
petent authorities.  — Wishing  you  all  success,  I am, 
yours  very  truly, 

ALEXANDER  DICKSON. 

G.  P.  Tennent,  Esq.,  M.D., 

120  Bath  Street,  Glasgow. 


From  William  Aitken,  M.D.,  E.R.S.,  Professor  of 
Pathology,  Army  Medical  School,  Netley. 

March  T-iid,  1880. 

Having  enjoyed  the  personal  acquaintance  of  Dr. 
Tennent,  and  having  a knowledge  from  many  sources 
of  his  antecedents,  I have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  my 
testimony  to  his  very  high  professional  qualifications, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  his  candidature  for  the  chair 
of  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

Knowing  that  he  graduated  in  that  University  with 
high  commendation  in  1867,  I am  satisfied  that  he  is 
now  a well-trained  and  a skilful  physician — that  he 
possesses  above  all  things  a special  knowledge  of  the 
Materia  Medica — and  that  in  the  management  and 
treatment  of  diseases  he  has  displayed  great  discretion 
and  tact.  As  a physician,  I know  that  he  has  already 
gained  a large  and  solid  reputation  in  an  extensive 
private  practice,  which  has  given  him  a large  and  varied 
experience  in  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica  ; and, 
amongst  other  scientific  writings,  he  has  contributed 
some  valuable  papers  on  fever — the  result  of  an  experi- 
ence of  four  years  residence  as  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Glasgov/  Fever  Hospital. 

It  is  also  within  my  knowledge  that  he  is  a successful 
teacher,  that  he  possesses  the  art  of  instructing  students, 
and  that  he  has  had  experience  as  a teacher  of  Materia 
Medica  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  where  he  has  been 
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associated  as  an  assistant  for  eleven  years  with  the 
Professor  of  that  science. 

In  addition  to  such  scientific  teaching  Dr.  Tennent 
has  also  done  much  practical  work  and  teaching  in  the 
laboratory  of  the  Materia  Medica  class-room. 

For  these  reasons  I am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a more  able,  more  suitable,  or  more 
highly  qualified  man  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  chair 
of  Materia  Medica  in  Glasgow  University  in  succes- 
sion to  the  distinguished  Professor  who,  I am  very  sorry 
to  learn,  has  been  obliged  to  vacate  the  chair  from 
continued  ill  health. 

WILLIAM  AITKEN. 


From  John  Young,  M.D.,  L.R.C.S.,  Professor  of 

Natural  History. 


8th  Afare/i,  1880. 

Twelve  years’  work  as  assistant  to  the  Professor  of 
Materia  Medica  gives  Dr.  Tennent  a strong  claim  for 
the  Chair  which  Dr.  Cowan  has  felt  necessary  to  resign. 
Dr.  Tennent  was  responsible  for  the  extension  of  the 
Materia  Medica  collection,  and  had  share  in  the  work  of 
examination.  Latterly  he  has  had  to  undertake,  from 
time  to  time,  the  systematic  course,  and  took  part  with 
Dr.  Cowan  in  organizing  and  carrying  out  what  is  now 
an  important  part  of  the  professorial  work — the  labora- 
tory of  Practical  Pharmacy.  The  arrangements  for 
laboratory  work  were  almost  wholly  Dr.  Tennent’s, 
and  I can  speak  from  personal  knowledge  to  the  thorough 
manner  in  which  they  were  carried  out.  After  having 
so  long  and  so  admirably  aided  Dr.  Cowan  in  developing 
the  teaching  of  Materia  Medica,  it  is  clear  that  no  one  is 
so  well  fitted  to  carry  out  the  schemes  of  instruction 
which  experience  has  proved  to  be  thoroughly  satisfac- 
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tory.  Exceptionally  qualified  as  regards  Materia  Medica, 
Dr.  Tennent’s  training  in  Therapeutics  has  been 
unusually  favourable.  As  a resident  officer  in  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  afterwards  in  the  Fever  Hospital,  as 
Deputy  Surgeon  to  the  Prison,  and  as  Dispensary  Physi- 
cian for  six  years  in  the  Western  Infirmary,  Dr.  Tennent 
has  had  and  has  made  the  most  of  unusual  opportunities 
for  the  study  of  disease.  An  intimacy  of  some  years 
.standing  enables  me  to  understand  Dr.  Tennent’.S 
popularity  with  the  students,  and  the  confidence  he 
inspires  in  all  who  come  in  contact  with  him  profession- 
ally. I do  not  wish  to  use  language  that  might  seem 
exaggerated,  but  I may  say  that  Dr.  Tennent’S 
appointment  would  be  an  acceptable  one  in  the  Senate 
and  an  excellent  one  in  the  interests  of  our  medical 
school. 

JOHN  YOUNG. 


From  JAME.S  B.  RusSELL,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  Faculty 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Glasgow,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  City  of  Glasgozv. 

Sanitary  Department, 

I Montrose  Street, 
Glasgow,  March,  1880. 

My  acquaintance  with  Dr.  G.  P.  Tennent  began 
in  1868,  when  he  was  appointed  Resident  Medical 
Officer  for  the  first  Fever  Hospital  connected  with  this 
department.  He  held  this  appointment  for  four  yeans, 
and  besides  giving  the  very  highest  satisfaction  in  the 
formal  discharge  of  his  duties  he  manifested  his  powers 
of  accurate  observation  and  his  literary  ability  by  the 
publication  of  an  exhaustive  monograph  on  relapsing 
fever.  During  his  tenure  of  this  office  he  became 
Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the 
University,  which  he  has  been  until  now,  conducting  an 
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annual  summer  course  of  Pharmacology  and  Practical 
Pharmacy,  and  taking  Dr.  Cowan’s  place  in  winter  on 
frequent  occasions,  during  his  absence  from  ill  health. 
I believe  Dr.  Tennent  will  produce  the  best  evidence 
that  those  services  as  a teacher  of  Materia  Medica  have 
been  thoroughly  efficient  and  in  every  way  successful. 
The  mere  recital  of  these  facts  justifies  his  ambition  to 
fill  the  Chair  whose  recent  occupant  he  has  so  ably 
assisted  for  so  many  years.  In  my  opinion  the  special 
knowledge  of  the  method  of  teaching  the  subject  which 
Dr.  Tennent  has  thus  acquired,  added  to  his  extensive 
experience  of  medical  treatment  in  hospital  and  in  large 
family  practice,  makes  it  certain  that  if  the  Crown  should 
favour  his  candidature,  he  will  amply  justify  the  choice, 
and  maintain  the  reputation  of  the  University  Medical 
School. 

JAMES  B.  RUSSELL. 
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